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Care Act, which will put you back at
the whim of an insurance company bu-
reaucrat. At least the government you
can vote on. You can’t vote on the in-
surance company. That’s a privately
held company.

Bonuses for CEOs who ship American
jobs oversees. Privatize Social Secu-
rity. Oh, yes, they did. Raise the retire-
ment age. Gut Medicare. And some of
them have even stood for repeal of the
14th Amendment and the 17th Amend-
ment.

This is a Republican plan. This is
what they stand for. This is what
they’re about. This is what they be-
lieve in. I think that they should be
proud and come down here and claim it
and say, Yeah, we are for the very rich.
We’re not for you working class people.
Because that’s their program. That’s
what they stand for.
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The conservative position is to call
for tax cuts and deregulation because
they believe that will unleash the com-
petitive economy. Tax cuts and deregu-
lation resulted in the worst financial
disaster since the Great Depression.
But even though we’ve seen massive
drops in home values, we’ve seen 8.9
percent unemployment, the longest un-
employment since the Great Depres-
sion, even though we’ve seen so much
economic devastation, they’re back
here right now calling for the same old
thing. It’s crazy, it’s amazing, and it’s
actually quite scary.

But we stand for the American
Dream. We stand for liberty and justice
for all. Folks, unless you actually live
by it, it’s just words. You’ve got to put
meaning into these words in order for
them to really make a difference. Lib-
erty and justice for all. Shared pros-
perity. Shared costs. Not just one or
the other.

Bank of America, as I said, didn’t pay
a single penny in Federal income tax in
2009.

Despite receiving billions from the
Federal Government every single year
in taxpayer giveaways, Boeing didn’t
pay a dime in U.S. Federal corporate
income tax in 2008, 2009 or 2010.

Citigroup, deferred income taxes for
the third quarter in 2010, amounted to
a grand total of zero. At the same time,
Citigroup has continued to pay its staff
lavishly. A gentleman by the name of
John Havens, head of Citigroup’s in-
vestment bank, is expected to be the
bank’s highest paid executive for the
second year in a row. He got $9.5 mil-
lion. Citigroup is a big TARP recipient,
by the way.

ExxonMobil, Big O0il tax dodgers,
used offshore subsidiaries in the Carib-
bean to pay their fair share. Although
ExxonMobil paid $15 billion in taxes in
2009, not a single penny of it went to
the American Treasury. This is the
same year that the company overtook
Wal-Mart in the Fortune 500. Mean-
while, total compensation of
ExxonMobil’s CEO was $29 million.

General Electric, 2009, the world’s
largest corporation, filed more than

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

7,000 tax returns and still didn’t pay
anything to America’s government. GE
managed to do this with the aid of a
rigged Tax Code that essentially sub-
sidizes companies for losing money.
With the aid of Republicans in Con-
gress whose campaigns they financed,
they exploit our Tax Code to avoid pay-
ing their fair share.

And who do Republicans blame? The
middle class. Republicans blame public
employees, who are really America’s
everyday heroes. Public employees are
America’s everyday heroes. Think
about it. If somebody breaks into your
house, who are you going to call? A
public employee, who’s going to help
apprehend the people who stole your
stuff, known as a police officer.

If your house starts burning, who are
you going to call? A public employee,
also known as a firefighter. If your kid
wants to go to school, public school,
who’s staying after working on that al-
gebra, working on that geometry, mak-
ing sure that kid gets that lesson, who
believes in that child’s ability to learn.
Who’s doing that? Teachers.

Heaven forbid, you get a heart attack
or a stroke and you need an emergency
medical technician. Who’s that? A pub-
lic employee. These public employees,
who have been viciously slandered in
Wisconsin and in other places, they
don’t deserve that. They’re hard-
working people and they help us every
single day. When we are running out of
burning buildings, they are running
into them, and I think they deserve
better than what they’ve been getting.
That goes for Federal employees, too.
These are the people who inspect our
water, who take care of our national
forests and our parks. These are people
who make our government run. I think
they do a pretty good job.

In order for them to have a decent
life, in order for them to do well, in
order for them to be able to prosper—
to hear the Republicans talk, you’d
think that being a government em-
ployee, a public employee, a person
who’s an American hero, who takes
care of us every single day, you’d think
that they’re just the ones living lav-
ishly and getting too much. They’ve
got nothing to say about these bonuses.
You ever hear anything on the Repub-
lican side of the aisle talk about how
it’s ridiculous for the CEO of
ExxonMobil to be making $29 million a
year? You don’t hear that. You don’t
hear that.

But I think that it’s time for those
folks, those millionaires and billion-
aires, to start ponying up. That’s why
today 1 was happy to join JAN
SCHAKOWSKY and several other Progres-
sive Caucus members to introduce the
Fairness in Taxation Act. During these
times, millionaires and billionaires
should be giving in charity, not getting
charity. They should be giving in char-
ity, not getting charity. The middle
class is shrinking and deficits are ris-
ing because Republicans are giving a
pass to the special interests who aren’t
paying their fair share. It’s time to put
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that money in the hands of people who
work for a living. The Fairness in Tax-
ation Act is part of a plan to level the
playing field.

According to the NBC News/Wall
Street Journal poll of March 2, 2011,
with 81 percent of support, the most
popular way to reduce the deficit is by
placing a surtax on Federal income
taxes for those who make more than a
million a year. And if you don’t think
there’s plenty of people who make
more than a million a year, you’d be
surprised to know that if we taxed
them, it would raise about $78 billion.

It’s time for millionaires and billion-
aires to pay their fair share. The mid-
dle class is disappearing, and it’s no ac-
cident. Over the last 30 years, there has
been the most dramatic and deliberate
redistribution of wealth from the mid-
dle class up to the millionaires and bil-
lionaires. Not since 1928, right before
the Great Depression, has income in-
equality in this country been this ri-
diculous. Wages have stagnated for
middle and lower income families, de-
spite enormous gains in productivity,
meaning that we’re making more with-
in the same amount of time, because
they’re working us harder and we’re
just doing more. We’ve got technology
and we’re just pretty good at what we
do.

Where did the money go? Where did
the extra money go? The money went
to the richest 1 percent which owns 34
percent of the Nation’s wealth, more
than the entire bottom 90 percent who
owns just 29 percent of the country’s
wealth. The top one-tenth of 1 percent,
I'm talking about the richest of the
rich, now makes an average of $27 mil-
lion per household. The average income
for the bottom 90 percent of Americans
is $31,000 a year.

Mr. Speaker, a lot of people who tune
into C-SPAN make $31,000 a year. They
have relatives and friends who make
$31,000 a year. You might be a brand
new teacher making $31,000 a year. You
might be a brand new cop making
$31,000 a year. But the top one-hun-
dredth of 1 percent makes $27 million a
year on average. They can’t pay any-
thing. They don’t want to pay to help
Head Start. They don’t want to pay to
help Pell Grants. It’s a shame. I would
think that they would pony up and
want to do the right thing.

Mr. Speaker, in closing, I want to say
that it is always a pleasure to come be-
fore the House for the Special Order for
the Progressive Caucus, but tonight I
just want to leave one thought, and
that one thought is liberty and justice
for all. No exceptions. Everybody.

———

LEAVE OF ABSENCE

By unanimous consent, leave of ab-
sence was granted to:

Mr. NADLER (at the request of Ms.
PELOSI) for today after 1 p.m. and for
the balance of the week on account of
medical reasons.

Mr. LABRADOR (at the request of Mr.
CANTOR) for today and the balance of
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the week on account of family medical
reasons.

————

SENATE BILLS REFERRED

Bills of the Senate of the following
titles were taken from the Speaker’s
table and, under the rule, referred as
follows:

S.J. Res. 7. Joint resolution providing for
the reappointment of Shirley Ann Jackson
as a citizen regent of the Board of Regents of
the Smithsonian Institution; to the Com-
mittee on House Administration.

S.J. Res. 8. Joint resolution providing for
the reappointment of Stephen M. Case as a
citizen regent of the Board of Regents of the
Smithsonian Institution; to the Committee
on House Administration.

S.J. Res. 9. Joint resolution providing for
the reappointment of Robert P. Kogod as a
citizen regent of the Board of Regents of the
Smithsonian Institution; to the Committee
on House Administration.

———

ADJOURNMENT

Mr. ELLISON. Mr. Speaker, I move
that the House do now adjourn.

The motion was agreed to; accord-
ingly (at 8 o’clock and 10 minutes
p.m.), under its previous order, the
House adjourned until tomorrow,
Thursday, March 17, 2011, at 9 a.m.

——————

EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS,
ETC.

Under clause 2 of rule XIV, executive
communications were taken from the
Speaker’s table and referred as follows:

883. A letter from the Under Secretary, De-
partment of Defense, transmitting notice
that the Department is taking essential
steps to award a Multi-Year Procurement
(MYP) contract; to the Committee on Armed
Services.

884. A letter from the Chairman and Presi-
dent, Export-Import Bank, transmitting the
Bank’s annual report for fiscal year 2010; to
the Committee on Financial Services.

885. A letter from the Chairman and Presi-
dent, Export-Import Bank, transmitting a
report on transactions involving U.S. exports
to Ireland pursuant to Section 2(b)(3) of the
Export-Import Bank Act of 1945, as amended;
to the Committee on Financial Services.

886. A letter from the Secretary, Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs, transmitting the
Department’s Vehicle Fleet Report on Alter-
native Fuel Vehicles for fiscal year 2010, pur-
suant to 42 U.S.C. 13218; to the Committee on
Energy and Commerce.

887. A letter from the Deputy Assistant Ad-
ministrator, Bureau for Legislative Affairs,
Agency for International Development,
transmitting a formal response to the GAO
report GAO-11-124; to the Committee on For-
eign Affairs.

888. A letter from the Deputy Assistant Ad-
ministrator, Bureau for Legislative Affairs,
Agency for International Development,
transmitting a formal response to the GAO
report GAO-11-428U; to the Committee on
Foreign Affairs.

889. A letter from the Director, Defense Se-
curity Cooperation Agency, transmitting
Transmittal No. 10-10, pursuant to the re-
porting requirements of Section 36(b)(1) of
the Arms Export Control Act, as amended; to
the Committee on Foreign Affairs.

890. A letter from the Under Secretary, De-
partment of Defense, transmitting a letter of
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justification for the implementation of Coop-
erative Threat Reduction; to the Committee
on Foreign Affairs.

891. A letter from the Acting Assistant
Secretary, Legislative Affairs, Department
of State, transmitting the Department’s re-
port on progress toward a negotiated solu-
tion of the Cyprus question covering the pe-
riod October 1, 2010 through Novemeber 30,
2010; to the Committee on Foreign Affairs.

892. A letter from the Assistant Legal Ad-
viser for Treaty Affairs, Department of
State, transmitting report prepared by the
Department of State concerning inter-
national agreements other than treaties en-
tered into by the United States to be trans-
mitted to the Congress within the sixty-day
period specified in the Case-Zablocki Act; to
the Committee on Foreign Affairs.

893. A letter from the Senior Program Ana-
lyst, Department of Transportation, trans-
mitting the Department’s final rule —
Amendment of Class E Airspace; Sturgis, KY
[Docket No.: FAA-2010-0992; Airspace Docket
No. 10-AS0-36] received February 24, 2011,
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Com-
mittee on Transportation and Infrastruc-
ture.

894. A letter from the Assistant Chief
Counsel for General Law, Department of
Transportation, transmitting the Depart-
ment’s final rule — Hazardous Materials:
Limiting the Use of Electronic Devices by
Highway [Docket No.: PHMSA-2010-0221 (HM-
2566)] (RIN: 2137-AE63) received February 28,
2011, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the
Committee on Transportation and Infra-
structure.

895. A letter from the Assistant Chief
Counsel for General Law, Department of
Transportation, transmitting the Depart-
ment’s final rule — Pipeline Safety: Mechan-
ical Fitting Failure Reporting Requirements
[Docket No.: PHMSA-RSPA-2004-19854, Amdt.
Nos. 191-22; Amdt. 192-116] (RIN: 2137-AE60)
received February 28, 2011, pursuant to 5
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on
Transportation and Infrastructure.

896. A letter from the Program Analyst,
Department of Transportation, transmitting
the Department’s final rule — Amendment
to Class B Airspace; Cleveland, OH [Docket
No.: FAA-2009-0514; Airspace Docket No. 07-
AWA-1] (RIN: 2120-AA66) received February
28, 2011, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to
the Committee on Transportation and Infra-
structure.

897. A letter from the Program Analyst,
Department of Transportation, transmitting
the Department’s final rule — Amendment of
Class E Airspace; Muncie, IN [Docket No.:
FAA-2010-1032; Airspace Docket No. 10-AGL-
20] received February 28, 2011, pursuant to 5
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on
Transportation and Infrastructure.

898. A letter from the Program Analyst,
Department of Transportation, transmitting
the Department’s final rule — Establishment
of Class E Airspace; Martinsville, IN [Docket
No.: FAA-2010-1031; Airspace Docket No. 10-
AGL-19] received February 28, 2011, pursuant
to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on
Transportation and Infrastructure.

899. A letter from the Program Analyst,
Department of Transportation, transmitting
the Department’s final rule — Revision of
Class E Airspace; Savoonga, AK [Docket No.:
FAA-2010-1103; Airspace Docket No. 10-AAL-
18] received February 28, 2011, pursuant to 5
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on
Transportation and Infrastructure.

900. A letter from the Program Analyst,
Department of Transportation, transmitting
the Department’s final rule — Revision of
Class E Airspace; Shungnak, AK [Docket
No.: FAA-2010-1104; Airspace Docket No. 10-
AAIL-19] received February 28, 2011, pursuant
to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on
Transportation and Infrastructure.
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901. A letter from the Program Analyst,
Department of Transportation, transmitting
the Department’s final rule — Revision of
Class E Airspace; Barrow, AK [Docket No.:
FAA-2010-0722; Airspace Docket No. 10-AAL-
17] received February 28, 2011, pursuant to 5
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on
Transportation and Infrastructure.

902. A letter from the Program Analyst,
Department of Transportation, transmitting
the Department’s final rule — Revision of
Class E Airspace; Platinum, AK [Docket No.:
FAA-2010-1105; Airspace Docket No. 10-AAL-
20] received February 28, 2011, pursuant to 5
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on
Transportation and Infrastructure.

———

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES ON
PUBLIC BILLS AND RESOLUTIONS

Under clause 2 of rule XIII, reports of
committees were delivered to the Clerk
for printing and reference to the proper
calendar, as follows:

Mr. MICA: Committee on Transportation
and Infrastructure. Supplemental report on
H.R. 658. A bill to amend title 49, United
States Code, to authorize appropriations for
the Federal Aviation Administration for fis-
cal years 2011 through 2014, to streamline
programs, create efficiencies, reduce waste,
and improve aviation safety and capacity, to
provide stable funding for the national avia-
tion system, and for other purposes (Rept.
112-29, Pt. 2).

Mr. NUGENT: Committee on Rules. House
Resolution 174. Resolution providing for con-
sideration of the bill (H.R. 1076) to prohibit
Federal funding of National Public Radio
and the use of Federal funds to acquire radio
content (Rept. 112-35). Referred to the House
Calendar.

——————

PUBLIC BILLS AND RESOLUTIONS

Under clause 2 of rule XII, public
bills and resolutions of the following
titles were introduced and severally re-
ferred, as follows:

By Ms. LORETTA SANCHEZ of Cali-
fornia:

H.R. 1109. A bill to raise achievement in
international education in elementary
schools and secondary schools through
grants to improve teacher competency and
to support programs in international edu-
cation that supplement core curricula in
such schools, and for other purposes; to the
Committee on Education and the Workforce.

By Mr. MCNERNEY (for himself, Mr.
WALz of Minnesota, and Mr. FILNER):

H.R. 1110. A bill to amend title 37, United
States Code, to increase the maximum
monthly rate for the military special pay
known as hostile fire pay, imminent danger
pay, or hazardous duty pay, to increase the
maximum monthly rate for the family sepa-
ration allowance paid to deployed members
of the Armed Forces, and for other purposes;
to the Committee on Armed Services.

By Mr. PRICE of Georgia (for himself,
Mrs. BLACK, Mr. BUCSHON, Mr. BUR-
TON of Indiana, Mr. CANSECO, Mr.
CHAFFETZ, Mr. COBLE, Mrs. ELLMERS,
Mr. FLORES, Ms. FOXX, Mr. GARRETT,
Mr. GOHMERT, Mr. GUINTA, Mr. SAM
JOHNSON of Texas, Mr. LAMBORN, Mr.
LONG, Mrs. MCMORRIS RODGERS, Mr.
POMPEO, Mr. ROKITA, Mr. SESSIONS,
Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania, Mr.
WESTMORELAND, and Mr. WILSON of
South Carolina):

H.R. 1111. A bill to rescind $45 billion of un-
obligated discretionary appropriations, and
for other purposes; to the Committee on Ap-
propriations.
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